WINDOW ON INDIGENOUS HOUSING

Once around ‘the Block™ in Sydney

Cardrbuted by Or Torny Gikmcor, GEC, Housing Action Mebwork,

Ky home reighibourtcod of Redtern, an the edoe of inner-city
Sydreny, i5 salkdom out of tha news. In 1983, Prime Ministar
Keating delivered tha Bedfern Park Speech, often neid 10 De onea
af the greatast in Australia history, He 2aid: "Wa committed tha
murders. We took the children fiom ther mothers, We practised
discimination and exclusion. |t was ocur ignorance and our
prefudics,”

Tha most infamous comer of Radlern s ‘the Block'. Folowing
T eniction of Aboriginal tenants by while Endiords in e eardy
18708, tha Whitlam Govermment funded the Aboriginal Howsing
Zarmpary 1o Ly houses, While tha movea providaed mech-nescded
affordable howsing, owver time, the area declined. By the 1880,
drugs and viokence had bacome tha narm. Tabloid newspapans
and shock-jocks tailed aganst the Biock and, Implicitly, Lrban
Abariginal Gulture,

Mundine the battler

For 30 years, Mick Mundine has been the driving force bahind
frie Adpariging Hosing Comnpany, Mick s a batbar fram 3 lariy
af battlers. Hiz brothar Tony i a boxar, and he iz uncle to fomar
el Badadling Charragian Anthor Mundine,

| was somewhat daurted af the prospect of meeting Mick, but
hig chsarming candouwr pul ma-al ease, We chatted aboul usg
both Iving in Bedfern, and Mick's slevation to life membership
of tha Australasian Housirs Institule. Tha comarsation shifted 1o
palitics and planning.

For a decade, tha Aborginal Housing Compaey shadaw-
danced with the Labor State Government ovar redeveioping the
Bleck, Plarys were drawn up and commitiess astabishad, The
retationabep eventually souned, hiting & low In 2005 when the
Ministar for Radfern-Watarkao, Frank Sartor, fold Mundine on
Koon Radio to *hring his black arse " to see him. Anapology
did rot heal the rift. Mundine rermams convinced the governrmant
wanbad (o Mo Mgiﬂﬂ paeople out of tha area 1o pava the
way for masswve residential and commercial davalopment.

Warrior spirit?

Tha wony I8 that to preserve cutbural |dentity n Rediem, the
Aborignal Housing Compary  began, from tha mid-2000s,
I adopt the way af the white fellag and becoms & property
developer.  The 'Permutwiy Project’ will provide 62 affordabls
rantal homes tor Aboriginagl people an the Biock. Aporoprisiedy,
Parmuiwuy was the name of the Gadigal warrior who fought the
rrvasion of the Engheh satliers,

Beyond pravding howsing for Abangnal psople, the 560 million
project will “Baaulity the community and changs the magse of
Hedfern” (o uss Mundine's phrasal. Artists' impressona of the
finishad projact showa neghbourhosd Tl ol pawarment calds,
happy owclsts and grand vistas. Mo langer will Redfarm be

Sydney's ugly backyard.

As with 80 many visionary schames, the dawl i in the detal,
While state government provided some seed furding  and
approved the concept plan in 2004, datailed planning consents
hawe nat been granted, and there has been a surprising level of
community coposition. Funding remains a probilam.

Success with a competithve bid under the Mational Rental
Affoedability Scheme (NRAS) is posithve, though will only
generate just over 38 millen, According o Mundine, the banks
will not fund tha massive shortfal, despite high land valuas thai
can be offered as security, Furtharmore, afforts 10 transfiorm
the Aboriginal Howsing Compary mibe a contamporary growth’
community houging onganisation have stalled, Ragistration has
Dezin rafugsad, o dads, due o non-complianos wilh & varniaty of
procedural issues.

Café society

In Becfern, the manch of genfrification s paipetle, Latte sooety
ks 581 to engull the Black,

What should be the rale of an Abonginal howusing organisation?
Unlass government furds the Aboriginal Housing Compary,
there will nesd 1o be a parinership with a private developer ar
a cormmencial cammunity housing providar 1t owill B hard o
prewvent diluticn of the Company's distincive values.

Although Australia’s exparaion of the communily housing sectar
has bean impressive over the last decads, the approach coud
e characlarisod as 'ong Siza il all’, Organisations mcahirg
capital funding have to peofessionalise; build developmant
capacity, and ragme prvate finance, Bt this may not wosk Tor
the Abarignal Housing Company, Pernaps, after all, thers ae
sonirmas thal shill reguens tradibions! Tul-grant unding, with
Aboriginal people esponsible for tenancy managemsant and
community develapment,
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